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Ottowo, Morch 17th, 2021
Embossy of the Republic of Belorus in Conodo
350 Sporks Street, Suite 908, Ottowo, Ontorio

On beholf of Polish-Conodions, The Conodion Polish Club respectfully
osks the Belorusion Embossy in Conodo to convey to the Belorusion
Government our protest ogoinst the incorcerotion of the co-founders
ond co-direcfors of the Romuold Trougutt Polish Scout Sociol School in
Brest-on-the-Bug.

The orrest of Anno Poniszewo ond her Deputy, the Co-Founders qnd Co-
Directors of the Polish School in Brest, under the pretext of their inciting
rociol, notionol, religious, or socior hotred is o blotont exomple of o
violotion of the rights of the Polish Notionol rr/inority in Belorus to cultivofe
its culture, history, trodition, ond ronguoge, os guoronteed by
o) The 1948 Universol Declorotion of Humon Rights,
b) United Notions Declorotion on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
Notionol, Ethnic, Religious ond Linguistic Minorifies, odopted by ihe
United Notions Generol Assembly by Resolufion no. 47 /135 of l B
December 1992,
c) Resolution of the United Notions Commission on Humon Rights on
persons belonging to notionol ethnic, religious, ond linguistic minorities,
ond
d) estoblished internotionol low norms opplicoble to Belorus following its
membership in the United Notions ond the internqtionol community.
During her orrest. Anno Ponishevo wos brutolly treoted, ond her humon
rights were flogrontly violoted.
The chorges, brought ogoinst Anno poniszewo by the Stote, were
trumped-up. lt is, in foct, the Belorus Government who is using the orrest
ond the folse occusotions fo spreod rocior hote, ond drive o wedge
between the ethic groups in Bielorus.
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Anno Poniszewo is not o politicol octivist. She is o humonist, o sociol
worker, CInd o devoted teocher. As on ethnic Pole residing in Belorus, she
hos the right lo promofe the Polish longuoge, culture, ond troditions.
These ore fundomentol humon rights guoronteed by the quoted obove
declorotions ond by internotionolly occepted proctices ond customs,
binding on Belorus os o member of the United Notions ond the
internotionol community.
We hereby oppeol to the Belorusion outhorities to releose from prison the
Director of the Romuold Trougutt Polish Scout Sociol School in Brest Anno
Poniszewo ond her Deputy ond to stop discriminotion ogoinst them.

Sincerely,

Ludwik Klimkowski
President

CC: : eanadian Minister of Foreign A$fairs Marc Garneau, Canad,ian Teachers'Fed.eration,
Amnest-v International Canada, Executive Commissioner and C_EO of Scouts Canada, Amnesty
International, OSCE, Council of Europe: Office of the Comrnissioner for Human RiShts11I1-
Human Riqhts Council: Complaint Procedure Unit.
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